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Bacteria and Antibiotics Research Task

Use the websites to help you answer the questions below.

http://www.abpischools.org.uk/res/coResourceImport/resources04/diseases/disease2.cfm
http://www.abpischools.org.uk/res/coResourceImport/resources04/history/history13.cfm
http://www.familydoctor.org/680.xml 

http://www.abc.net.au/science/slab/antibiotics 

http://www.biotopics.co.uk/microbes/bacter.html
1. What are bacteria?

2. What is the typical size of a bacterial cell?

3. How does a bacterial cell differ from an animal cell?

4. List 5 places where bacteria can be found living.

5. Draw a picture to show what the bacterium streptococci looks like.

6. A few ‘rogues’ have given bacteria a bad name.  But most bacteria are extremely useful to us.  Link the bacteria with the way we use them.

Bacteria




Use 


Lactobacillus acidophilus


treating water

Bacillus thurnigiensis
help digestion in the large intestine

Pseudomonas putida



making yoghurt


Escherichia coli



pest killer in crops

7. Some bacteria can make us ill.  List some diseases that are caused by bacteria.  Try to find out which bacteria cause them.

8. What are antibiotics?

9. What was the first antibiotic to be discovered and who discovered it?

10. How does this antibiotic work?

11. Why shouldn’t a doctor prescribe antibiotics to cure someone who has a cold?

12. What are ‘superbugs’?

13. How do bacteria become resistant to antibiotics?
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